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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome. Our agency administers the Education Student Accounts Program, or ESA+. During this webinar, The ESA+ team will highlight information regarding this North Carolina scholarship, including how to apply, and what documentation of a disability to submit. ​
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Before You Apply
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The ESA+ application w ill open Monday,  February 2nd 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is no advantage to applying on February 2. Completed applications received by March 2  with the correct documentation of a disability uploaded are entered into a lottery.
​
Before you login to MyPortal to apply, you will want to understand the program and have certain information in hand ready to include with the application.​
​
​
​
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What is the ESA+ Program?

The Education Student Accounts (ESA+) Program is funded 
by the State of North Carolina. 

 The Education Student Accounts (ESA+) program helps 
families meet the needs of students with disabilities. Funds 
may be used to pay tuition and fees for eligible private 
schools, and for expenses such as speech therapy, tutoring 
services, and educational technology.

 $9,000 annual award; students with certain designated 
disabilities may be eligible to receive $17,000 a year.

 Families may choose from a variety of learning environments, 
including private schools, home schools, or co-enrollment.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is not a program for students in public school full time. It is not a program that offers funds for tutoring or therapies to students attending their assigned public school full time. 
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What w ill you need before applying?

Please don’ t email any 
documents or include 
your SSN in email text.  

 Eligibility Determination from a North Carolina public 
school IEP,  dated 2023 or more recent

Also Need:  

 Parent of Record’s Social Security Number or 
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number

 Parent of Record’s Driver’s License Number 

 Student(s)  UID number (can be found on the 
Eligibility Determination form)

 Student(s)  Social Security Number

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Eligibility Determination is your student’s documentation of a disability. We will discuss this later in the presentation. 

It is important to note that the ONLY documentation of a disability that will be considered is the Eligibility Determination from a North Carolina public school IEP team. Do not apply to the ESA+ program unless you have the correct document already in hand. 
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ESA+ Award Amounts

Students who meet the main eligibility criteria and have one of the 
following designated as the primary or secondary disability on the IEP 
Eligibility Determination may be eligible for up to $17,000.

These areas of disability may qualify the student for the higher award amount.  
Terms listed as they appear on the Eligibility Determination.  
• Autism
• Hearing Impairment, Deafness, Deaf-Blindness
• Intellectual Disability, Moderate or Severe
• Orthopedic Impairment
• Visual Impairment

The main award level is up to $9,000 per year.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The documentation of a disability is the Eligibility Determination from the North Carolina IEP process. Only the areas of disability as listed on the public-school Eligibility Determination are the basis for determining the ESA+ award amount. 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/documentation-of-a-disability/
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How  to Apply
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You should apply for the ESA+ scholarship by March 2. You must submit the documentation of a disability within 3 weeks of submitting your application. But, we’ll explain today why you should submit that document immediately after applying! ​
​
Please Note:
There are no conditional awards for students who do not have the documentation of a disability.​
There are no extensions to the 3 week time limit for submitting the document. 




Step #1: Create a MyPortal Parent Account

Need Help?

Review PAGE 2 of our MyPortal Guide for 
Parents for step-by-step instructions.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Step 1: Create a MyPortal Parent Account.  Step-by-step instructions can be found on Page 2 of our MyPortal Guide for Parents.  This electronic resource is available in English & Spanish and is located on our website under K12 Forms & Resources.

You can access MyPortal via our website at https://www.k12.ncseaa.edu/

Link to MyPortal: https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/login.aspx 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2024/01/MyPortal-Guide-for-Parents-1.11.24redacted_Redacted.pdf



Step #2: Add Students & Apply

February 2 –  March 2
Add student(s)  to your MyPortal parent account and complete 
your ESA+ application(s). 

Apply by March 2nd !  

Important Tip:

Have your electronic copy of the Eligibility 
Determination saved on your computer before 
you complete the application. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Step 2 is Adding any students who are a part of your household and completing the application.

A couple of important things to remember - 

The application window is open February 2nd through March 2nd.
Your application must be complete by March 2nd
Have a copy of the Eligibility Determination saved on your computer for easy access.

Last but not least!!
Take your time!  Be sure to enter all information accurately & correctly.

If you feel you’ve made an error on the application, for data other than personal identity information, you may edit your responses on the application.  Go to “Applications & Renewal for K12 Programs” then edit the application for the applicable student.  Answers are updated in real time. To correct names, date of birth, or SSN, you’ll need to email us for directions. Do not include any Social Security numbers in your email. 





Step #3: Upload the Eligibility Determination

After you submit your application, you will see an Action Item on your MyPortal 
To Do List. You will need to upload the documentation of a disability to that link 
as soon as possible. More about deadlines in this presentation. 

We’ll walk you through this process in our session today. 

Here’s the webpage where all this information can be found 
https: //k12. ncseaa. edu/the- education- student-
accounts/documentation- of- a- disability/   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The last step in the ESA+ application is submitting the Eligibility Determination. You will see an action item on your MyPortal To Do List. Youw ill need to upload the documentation of a disability to that link as soon as possible. Before we explain HOW to do that, in a few slides, we will make sure you have the RIGHT DOCUMENT. 

All of that information can be by visiting our website --> k12.ncseaa.edu -->ESA+ ---> Documentation of a Disability

But before we look further at Documentation of Disability, my colleague Cody is going to talk a bit more about the MyPortal parent.
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The MyPortal Parent
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Parent of Record
• The parent of record must be a parent with whom the child lives.
• Only one parent can be listed in the MyPortal record.
• The parent of record is the person responsible for accessing the MyPortal 

account.

DO: 
• Ensure your contact information is 

updated

• Keep an eye on tasks & deadline 
dates in MyPortal

DON’T: 
• Give anyone your MyPortal 

credentials (not even your school)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is helpful to have the parent that will manage the scholarship application be listed in the MyPortal account. 

The K12 programs can only correspond by email with the email address listed in MyPortal and talk with the parent listed in the account.

If you need to change your email address, there are TWO SECTIONS on your MyPortal account where you change it.  Go to “My Contact Information” AND “User Profile” to change your email address.  Again, helpful instructions are listed in our MyPortal Guide for Parents.
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Documentation of a Disability
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s talk about the document needed to determine a student’s program eligibility.  It is called the Eligibility Determination. 
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Documentation of a Disability
IMPORTANT!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What does the North Carolina public-school Eligibility Determination form look like? Eligibility Determination documents are between two and ten pages long and must include certain information. ​
​
On the slide shown we have a sample of the Eligibility Determination pages, which can also be found on our website. This is a sample, so your document may not look exactly like this.​
​
For a close-up look, please visit our website: k12.ncseaa.edu and look under ESA+. (https://k12.ncseaa.edu/the-education-student-accounts/documentation-of-a-disability/)
​
On the next slide, we’ll show you some of the information to look for when identifying the correct document.
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NC Public School Eligibility

Step 1:  Find the document title. It should say “Eligibility Determination” .
Step 2:  Make sure student name listed on the document matches the name in MyPortal .
Step 3:  The form should list the student’s primary area of disability .
Step 4:  Find the public school name (usually listed at the top or bottom of the 1st page) .
Step 5:  There should be a checkbox where the IEP team selected one of the following:
• Yes, the student meets the eligibility criteria for special education / related services .
• No, the student did not meet the eligibility criteria for special education / related services .
Step 6:  The last page of the document should include a table that contains the names of the
    IEP team members and the meeting date.
Step 7:  The document must include the meeting date.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please take a moment to review the steps shown on the slide.

The Eligibility Determination pages:
Are titled Eligibility Determination
Have four Roman numeral sections that should all have "yes" responses, showing the student is eligible for special education services.
Ends with the names of the IEP team members
Has a meeting date of 2023 or later
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Your Document Must Say …

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An IEP process can generate a lot of paperwork! Look for the pages that has these two words included. ​
​
Not Prior Written Notice …​
Not Annual Goals or Annual Report … ​
Not Progress Reports …​
Not Meeting Minutes … 
Not Reevaluation…




Public School Eligibility Determination

Eligibility Determination issued 
from the North Carolina Public 
School IEP process

Eligibility Determination issued by 
a Department of Defense School 
located in North Carolina

• Issued within the last 3 years

Other IEP documentation: prior 
w ritten notice,  annual goals,  
progress reports

• 504 Plans
• Student Aptitude Tests
• Student Achievement Tests
• Letter from a doctor or other medical 

professional
• Private psychological assessment

Accepted Documentation Not Accepted

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The meeting date of your Eligibility Determination should be 2023 or more recent.

Do not submit a 504 plan, medical evaluations or diagnoses, test results, or private school documentation. Submitting the incorrect documentation will delay or disqualify your ESA+ application.
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Need Help?

Phone:
1−800−962−6817

https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you have questions about initiating the special education process, timelines, evaluations, reevaluations, and/or eligibility, we invite you to contact the Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC).​
​
ECAC is a wholly separate entity from SEAA. It is a non-profit organization that serves as North Carolina's Parent Training and Information Center with funding that comes through the federal special education law, IDEA. ECAC provides NC families with tools, resources and information to help them make informed decisions and become their child’s best and most effective advocate.  ALL of ECAC’s services to families are provided at no cost.​
​
ECAC has reminded ESA+ staff and families that their organization can’t make schools work through the testing and meetings any faster. ​
​
If your student does not already have an Eligibility Determination, it is unlikely that a public school can evaluate them in time for the February application. 


https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/


Submitting the Eligibility Determination (technical stuff)

1. Save your document on your computer. 

2. Find your To-Do List in MyPortal.

3. On the To-Do List, find the task and due date. 

4. Click the link titled: 

Upload Eligibility Determination Form

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next two slides will guide you through uploading the Eligibility Determination Form.

After you submit the ESA+ application, log back in to your MyPortal account. You’ll see the Eligibility Determination Form task on your To Do list. Click on the link to upload your documentation of a disability.


MORE INFO: Documentation of a Disability webpage - https://k12.ncseaa.edu/the-education-student-accounts/documentation-of-a-disability/ 







Submitting the Eligibility Determination (technical stuff)

5.  Click the button that says “Choose File”

6. Navigate to where you saved the file on your computer . Click on the file name 

of your saved document.

7. Click “Upload File”.  

8. Look for this message!
Your document has been uploaded successfully.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will submit the Eligibility Determination electronically in MyPortal. Do not email the document. 

How to Upload Documents in MyPortal  pdf can be downloaded to use if you need help uploaded the Eligibility Determination Form in MyPortal.




Important Tips

 Have your electronic copy of the Eligibility Determination saved on 
your computer before you complete the application.

 
 Your file must be in Word or PDF. No images!

 Save the pages of your document as ONE file. 

 Remove any password protection on the document before uploading 
it.

 Look at the file size: the maximum allowable is 10MB. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Documents uploaded with password protection can’t be reviewed and will need to be resubmitted. 



Deadlines

You have 3 weeks to upload your document after you hit “submit” on your application. 
 
Why should I upload the Eligibility Documentation immediately?
 If you make a mistake and upload the wrong document, you’ll have a chance to try 

again. If you wait, you might not get that chance.

What happens if I upload the wrong document?
 ESA+ staff review your document within a week. 

You’ll receive an email (notification from MyPortal) that 
explains the error. 

IMPORTANT: You can only upload a document 3 times (within your 3 weeks). If you 
don’t understand why your document was rejected, call ESA+ for help before you 
upload again!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you submit an incorrect document, you may resubmit it up to two additional times, but only within the three-week window (the deadline does not reset each time you submit). 

If you submit the wrong document, you’ll get the email explanation, and your MyPortal To-Do list will have a link to resubmit, IF:�
You’re still within the 3-week window, and
You haven’t already submitted 3 times. 
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Lottery,  Awards,  Waitlist
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you, Tiffany. 

These next slides will be going in more detail about the ESA+ lottery, award offers, and the waitlist.
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Lottery

 Eligible new students on complete applications received by March 2 are entered into a 
lottery. 

 Only applications with documentation of a disability are entered in the lottery.

 Students will be awarded an ESA+ scholarship in order of lottery #, starting with #1, 
until the ESA+ funding is exhausted. 

 There is no priority (other than the lottery) within the pool of eligible February 2 – March 
2  students: not the application submission date, nor the area of disability. 

 Expect to receive an email notification by mid-April. 

If there are more eligible students than funding available 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If there are more eligible students than funding available, all eligible new applications will be placed into a lottery to ensure a randomized, non-biased, selection process for awards.

Only applications with a submitted documentation of a disability from the Eligibility Determination Form will be entered into the lottery.

Keep in mind that each year eligible renewal students are awarded before new students. 

New students will be awarded an ESA+ scholarship in order of lottery number, starting with #1, until the ESA+ funding has been exhausted. So, there is no advantage to applying on February 2nd. 

Just make sure to apply by March 2nd at 5:00pm, the final day of the priority application period and have the correct Eligibility Determination Form submitted. 

The application may remain open after March 2. If so, any students on those post-March 2 applications that are able to be awarded, will be selected in order of their application submission date. 
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Award Offers
 ESA+ expects to notify parents of an award or 

waitlist by mid-April. 

 Students are awarded an annual scholarship of 
$9,000 or $17,000. 

 There are several required tasks that parents of 
newly awarded students must complete; so  
keep an eye on MyPortal for updates and 
notifications. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ESA+ team expects to notify parents of an award offer or waitlist by mid-April.

Students are awarded an annual scholarship of $9,000 or $17,000 per academic year based on their area of disability described earlier in the presentation.

Keep in Mind: if awarded, there are several required tasks that parents must complete to continue to receive funding – so keep an eye on your MyPortal for any updates and notifications. We recommend parents check MyPortal once a week. 
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Waitlist

 Unfortunately, it’s possible that the 2026−27 funding will not be enough to award a 
scholarship to all February 2 – March 2 eligible students.

 If that’s the case, ESA+ will have a waitlist, with students from February 2– March 2 
listed in order of lottery number, then other eligible students listed in order of 
application submission date. 

If there are more eligible students than funding available 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A waitlist will occur when there are more eligible students who applied than there is funding available.

Unfortunately, please be aware that it is possible that the 2026-27 funding will not be enough to award a scholarship to all eligible students that applied during the priority period of February 2- March 2.

If that is the case, ESA+ will have a waitlist.  

The waitlist will start with eligible students who applied between February 2-March 2, listed in order of lottery number.

And follow with eligible students listed in order of their application submission date.

Households with more than one student applying? 

We do group siblings together when running the lottery and waitlist numbers to prevent situations where one sibling has been awarded but the other has not.


And now I’ll turn it over to my colleague, Victoria who will explain available Resources…
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Resources
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ESA+ has a lot of helpful resources. Families are welcome to look at this material now but remember it will only apply to your family if your student is awarded a scholarship.
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ESA+ Website: https://k12.ncseaa.edu/the-education-student-accounts/current-families/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you want to look through more detailed program information, we invite you to explore the Current Families section of our webpage. Here you will find everything you need to know and do as an awarded family. This page is your source for information and resources to manage your student's scholarship. As you can see, the website contains more information on enrollment options, resources for home school, continuing eligibility and a whole lot more. We also have webinar recordings and supporting slides available to listen to and view at your own convenience. 
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www.k12.ncseaa.edu

ESA@ncseaa.edu

855−330−3955

Contact Us

We’ d love to 

hear from you!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for listening. If you have questions about the ESA+ Scholarship Program, we are here to help! You can contact us via email or phone at the contact information shown on this slide. Please email from the email address listed in your MyPortal account.  Otherwise, ESA+ staff will not be able to respond with student-level information. We strongly encourage you provide as much information as possible in the email.  Include student name(s), parent name, and detailed question(s) and/or concerns. This will help our staff respond in a timely manner. Thank you again for listening and we look forward to working with you and your family.


	Preparing for the 2026-27 ESA+ New Student Application
	Slide Number 2
	01
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	02
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	03
	Slide Number 12
	04
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	05
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	06
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29

