Nonpublic School Agreement


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello, my name is Nideara Pettus. I am the School Support Manager for the K12 School Support Team. I will be joined by our School Support Specialists: Pat, Maddison, Xavier. We will be discussing the 2026-2027 Nonpublic School Agreement. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This webinar is intended for new schools completing the registration process to participate in the North Carolina State Education Assistance Authority or NCSEAA K12 Programs. And for participating schools signing their annual nonpublic school agreement. This webinar presentation will cover the following topics: 

What is the Nonpublic School Agreement?
Commonly Used Terms 
Who signs the Nonpublic School Agreement? 
Overview of the Nonpublic School Agreement 

While this webinar is an overview of the nonpublic school agreement, I want to highlight that significant updates have been made to sections B, D, and G for the 2026-27 school year. You should read through the Agreement carefully before signing. 


What is the Nonpublic
School Agreement?

The Nonpublic School Agreement
addresses the statutory requirements
and programrules for schools which

participate as Direct Payment Schools.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Nonpublic School Agreement covers the statutory requirements and program rules for schools to participate as a direct payment school. 

We will be providing an overview of the 17 sections of the agreement (A-Q). 
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Terms

Nonpublic Schools
« Direct Payment School
« Participating School

» Registered School

Payment

* K12 Program Funds
« Kl12 Scholarship Funds

«  Opportunity Scholarship or ESA+ Award
Funds


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following terms are used interchangeably throughout the agreement and this webinar. 

Nonpublic schools that register to receive direct payment from NCSEAA for required tuition and fees – 

Scholarship payments made to eligible schools on behalf of awarded students - 


Nonpublic School Agreement

Signing the Nonpublic School
Agreement is an annual
requirement.

Agreements are signed by the
Highest Decision-Making Authority
(HDMA).

SEAA sends the agreement via
Docusign. The copy you sign in
Docusign will then be stored in
MyPortal under your school’s
record.

&> NCSEAA

Registered
Schools

Available
January

Deadline
July 15

New Schools

Available

Upon completion
of background
check

Deadline
June 30



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Nonpublic School Agreement is an annual requirement. Each participating school will sign the agreement. If your school has multiple campuses, we will need a signed agreement for each campus. 

Agreements are signed by the Highest Decision-Making Authority. (Schools determine which staff holds the Highest Decision-Making Authority at their school based on your bylaws, articles of incorporation, or other governing documents.)


The Nonpublic School Agreement is sent via Docusign to the email address provided for the HMDA. Once the Docusign is completed, it is automatically loaded into your school’s MyPortal record. We do not require you to email or download and send a copy of the completed agreement. 

Agreements are sent to participating schools starting in January. The deadline to complete the agreement is July 15. 

Agreements are sent to new schools once we have received a completed background check for the HDMA. The deadline for new schools to complete the agreement is June 30. All new school registration documents must be completed by June 30. 

https://k12.ncseaa.edu/school-admins/managing-funds/updating-your-information/
https://k12.ncseaa.edu/school-admins/managing-funds/updating-your-information/
https://k12.ncseaa.edu/school-admins/managing-funds/updating-your-information/

B
Sections A & B

A. Compliance with Program Requirements

B. Legally Operatingin the State of North Carolina

« Registeredwith the North Carolina Division of Nonpublic Education (DNPE)

« Complete K12 Program Registration Process & Annual Requirements
« If aschool has multiple campuses, each campus be registered

« Notify NCSEAA of changes:

o Nolonger meet the requirements tolegally operate

o Ceasestooperate
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section A of the Nonpublic School Agreement advises that schools must comply with all statutes and rules regarding the administration of the Opportunity Scholarship and ESA+ programs. 


Section B: Schools must be legally operating in the state of North Carolina to receive K12 Program funding. A school, and each of their participating campuses, must first be registered as a nonpublic school with the Division of Nonpublic Education. A school must then complete the K12 Program registration process and annual requirements to be a K12 Direct Payment School. 

If your school has multiple locations, each campus must be registered with DNPE and K12 Programs to receive direct payment. 

Schools are required to notify NCSEAA if your school no longer meets the requirements to legally operate in the state or closes. 



SectionsC&D

C. In-Person Instruction Required

« Remoteinstruction permitted; HOWEVER

« North Carolinalocation where in-person instruction can be provided

o Oneormoreteachers

D. Direct Disbursement and School Accountability

« Accept award funds for all enrolled scholarship recipients

« Credit award funds torecipient account for tuition & fees owed
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section C: Remote instruction is permitted; however, schools are required to maintain a North Carolina location where in-person instruction can be provided by at least one teacher. 

Section D: Schools agree to accept award funds for all scholarship recipients enrolled at their school. Award funds must be credited to each recipient’s account for the payment of tuition & fees owed for that student. Schools agree not to transfer or direct program funds toward expenses not directly related to the student’s education provided by the school. 



.

SectionsE& F

E. Return of Funds Policy related to Students

« Donotrefund K12 Program funds to a parent or student
« Refundsreturnedto NCSEAA

« Do notcharge parents for balance that will be covered by award

F. Parent Endorsement of Scholarship Funds to School
« K12 Scholarship belongs to the student
« Only parents are authorized to complete the parent endorsement

« Only parents are authorized tologinto the parent’s MyPortal account
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section E: Schools agree not to refund K12 Program funds to a parent or student directly, unless specifically authorized by NCSEAA. If a refund is owed, schools agree to return scholarship funds to NCSEAA directly by the required deadline. Schools agree not to charge parents for any portion of tuition and fees that will be paid by the K12 Program funds. 


Section F: Schools acknowledge that the K12 Scholarship belongs to the student. Only the parent is authorized to complete the parent endorsement to disburse K12 Program funds to the school. Schools and third-party organizations are not authorized to complete the parent endorsement on behalf of a family. Schools and third-party organizations are not authorized to log into a parent’s MyPortal account for any reason. 


Section G

G. Requirements for Schools Receiving Scholarship Funds by Direct Disbursement

1. Tuition & Fee Schedules
2. Criminal History Check
Student Testing and Reporting Test Results

Graduation Rates

SR N

Financial Review

6. DNPEAnnual Report

NCSEAA
OPPORTUNITY
@’ SCHOLARSHIP

NCSEAA
@ LCSA+



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section G: 

Tuition & Fee Schedules 

Schools must submit an updated Tuition & Fee Schedule for the following school year by July 15. Your Tuition & Fee Schedule should include the required tuition and fees. The Program disburses award funds for tuition and fees that are charged at the same rate for all students within the same grade level, or education track. Your Tuition & Fee Schedule should also include available discounts – examples include discounted tuition for part-time enrollment, sibling and employee discounts. Schools must never charge fees specific to K12 Scholarship recipients; this includes late fees for the award payment process. Schools should understand that the award payment timeline may not line up with their school’s own financial timeline or policies. 

The submission of your Tuition & Fee Schedule does not constitute an approval of all tuition & fee charges and policies. Schools must follow the K12 Program requirements for student award funds. 

2. Criminal History Check 

The staff member with the highest level of decision- making authority at your school, referred to as the “HDMA” must submit a background check to NCSEAA. They must also notify us of changes to their criminal history. If the HDMA is charged or convicted of any crime, they must notify us within 5 business days. 

If your school employs a new HDMA, you must notify us within 5 business days and submit a background check. 

NCSEAA requires an updated background check for the HDMA every three years. 

3. Student Testing 

Schools agree to administer nationally standardized tests for scholarship recipients in grades 3 and higher. The ACT exam is required for scholarship recipients in grade 11. An aggregate report is required for schools with more than 25 11th grade scholarship recipients. 

Individual test results must be submitted by July 15 of each year. 

4. Graduation Rates 

Schools agree to provide a report of scholarship recipients that have graduated each year. 

5. Financial Review 

Schools that enroll 70 or more scholarship recipients for at least one semester must contract with a certified public accountant (CPA) to complete a Financial Review. A copy of the review must be provided to NCSEAA within four months of the end of your school’s fiscal year. 

6. DNPE Annual Report 

Schools agree to comply with DNPE’s annual requirements. 


SectionsH& |

H. School Certification and Endorsement

Certification Once per Year

Endorsement Each Semester

Align with submitted Tuition & Fee Scheule

Report Discrepancies

|. Determination of School Non-Compliance
«  Opportunity Scholarship, ESA+, and School Requirements

« Return of Funds
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section H: 

Each semester schools confirm the enrollment status and cost of attendance for scholarship recipients through the Certification and Endorsement process. More information about this process can be found on our website.

The tuition & fee amounts entered during certification must align with the Tuition & Fee schedule you provide to SEAA. Discrepancies between the amount of tuition & fees endorsed, and the tuition & fee information provided to NCSEAA could result in your school returning award funds and being determined to be noncompliant.

Schools agree to notify SEAA if there are discrepancies in the parent and student information compared to the information provided to the school. 



Section I:

Schools will be ineligible to receive K12 Scholarship funds if NCSEAA determines that the school in not compliant with Opportunity Scholarship, ESA+ or School requirements. Parents of scholarship recipients will be notified that your school is no longer eligible to accept their scholarship funds. 

When a school is determined noncompliant a return of award funds could be required. 



B
SectionsJ, K, L, M

J. Application of Scholarship Funds for Dual Recipients
K. Use of the Authority’s Logo
L. Nondiscrimination Clause

M. Training on School Responsibilities for the K12 Programs
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section J: When a student receives an Opportunity Scholarship & ESA+ award. Opportunity Scholarship funds will be applied first and then ESA+ funds will be used to cover the remainder of the required tuition & fees. 

Section K: Schools agree not to use NCSEAA’s trademark, trade name or logo, for any purpose. This includes publicity or promotion, website, and news released. Schools are permitted to link to the NCSEAA website for informational purposes. 

Section L: Schools agree they will not discriminate with respect to race, color, or national origin.

Section M: Schools agree to attend all mandatory training on school responsibilities and processes as required. 




B
SectionsN& O

N. Access to School Records

« Maintainrecords for 5 years from the close of the School Year

O. Third-Party Administrators

 Provide written noticeto NCSEAA

« Comply with privacy laws and required trainings
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section N: Schools agree to provide NCSEAA with access to all records related to administering the K12 Programs, upon request. Schools must maintain all records related to the K12 Programs for at least 5 years. 


Section O: Schools agree to notify NCSEAA via email of its agreement with third-party administrators to perform administrative functions related to K12 Program funds on behalf of your school. 

NCSEAA has up to 10 days from the date of notice to approve or reject requests for MyPortal access for the third-party administrator. Third-party administrators must comply with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and state & federal privacy laws. 

Schools will be responsible for ensuring that third-party administrators participate in any mandatory training on school responsibilities and processes for K12 Programs. The school will assume responsibility for any misconduct or errors by the third-party administrator in the administration of K12 Programs funds. 




'S
SectionsP & Q

P. Termination of Agreement
« Non-compliance
« Inability to fulfill obligations
« Request to end participation

 Notice of school closure

Q. Miscellaneous
1. Notify of School Changes
2. IRSFormW-9
3. Donotreassign agreement
4. HDMA signs agreement
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section P: 

Termination of the Nonpublic School Agreement occurs in situations of: 
Non-compliance
Changes impacting the school’s ability to fulfill its obligations of the agreement 
Notice from a School of its intent to terminate their participation 
Notice from a School of its intent to cease operations, or close 
Action from the General Assembly requiring termination 


Section Q: 

A few orders of business to highlight under the Miscellaneous section of the agreement. 

Schools agree to notify NCSEAA of any changes impacting school’s ability to comply with the terms and conditions of the agreement. 
Schools must provide a copy of their IRS Form W-9 with your federal taxpayer identification number. (This document is collected at the time of registration and when a school changes bank accounts.) 
The Nonpublic School Agreement cannot be reassigned; 
The individual signing the agreement attests they are authorized to bind the school to the terms and conditions of the agreement. 
       As a reminder, the nonpublic school agreement must be signed by the individual with the highest level of decision-making authority at the school. 








Contact Us

®5 https://kl2.ncseaa.edu/

® NPS@ncseaa.edu

%) 919-695-8742

*NPS phone and email are for
schooluse only and should not be
shared with parents.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

That concludes our nonpublic school agreement webinar. I want to remind you again to read through the entire agreement carefully before signing. 

If you have any questions, our contact information is provided on the screen. Please note the School Support, or NPS, phone line and email are for school use only. There is a separate line and email to assist our scholarship families. 

Thank you for your attention and we look forward to partnering with you to support the education of North Carolina families. 

https://k12.ncseaa.edu/
mailto:NPS@ncseaa.edu
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